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CM launches
basic income
scheme

for women

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI/KEANCHEEPFURAM

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
launched the Kalaignar Ma-
galir Urimai Thogai Thit-
tam in Kancheepuram on
Friday, the birth anniver-
sary of DMK founder C.N.
Annadurai.

Under the scheme,
L0000 will be given as a
rights grant every month
to L.O6 crore women heads
of family in Tamil Nadu.

He formally launched
the scheme and also the
distribution of ATM cards
to the beneficiaries at an
official function held in
Kancheepuram, the birth-
place of Annadurai, former
Chief Minister.

Mr. Stalin  said the
scheme could not be im-
plemented soon after he
entered office in 2021 be-
cause of the State’s finan-

cial position.

CM launches income
scheme for women

Chief Minister MK Stalin inaugurating the women's basic
income scheme on Friday. 8 VELANKANNIRAJ

“Only because you voted for the DMK’s symbol
and those of our allies, am I able to implement
these welfare measures,” he said, addressing the
women gathered at the venue. The function was
held at the Pachaiyappa's College for Men in Kan-
cheepuram.

Lauding women's role in society, Mr. Stalin said
the scheme was meant to recognise the work of
home-makers. Making strong comments against
those who had prevented women from pursuing
education and playing various roles in society, he
took a dig at “people who support child marriage
even today”.

Recalling how women were oppressed by pa-
triarchal forces over the years, Mr. Stalin said that
under the ‘Dravidian Model' of governance, the
role of women was being recognised through sev-
eral measures. Referring to his mother Dayalu
Ammal, wife Durga and daughter Senthamarai,
Mr. Stalin recalled the support they gave him ev-
ery day.

Stressing that the government’s welfare
schemes were being keenly watched by other
States, Mr. Stalin said, “When I attended the din-
ner hosted by the President for the G20 Summit,
even some Union Ministers were interested in our
schemes."

Chief Secretary Shiv Das Meena said there were
reports that in one of the districts, some women
got calls asking them to share the one-time pass-
word (OTP). He clarified that the government had
not asked for either the OTP or the bank account
details of the beneficiaries.

The scheme was simultaneously launched by
Ministers in the other districts. Earlier, Mr. Stalin
paid floral tributes to the statue of Annadurai at
the Kancheepuram Municipal Corporation office.
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[IT-Madras will collaborate
with State government on
green hydrogen initiative

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology - Madras (IIT-
M) and the IIT-M Research
Park will work with indus-
tries and research insti-
tutes on industrial re-
search and development
needs, skill development,
creating incubators, test-
ing and validation stan-
dards and policy advocacy
in the green hydrogen sec-
tor.

The project is part of the
Hydrogen Valley Innova-
tion Cluster in Tamil Nadu
(HVIC-TN) initiative, com-
prising 30 companies
working in the hydrogen
sector, including IITMRP,
Guidance Tamil Nadu and
Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment  Corporation
besides a few consulates.
The aim is to make HVIC-
TN the hub of industrial

The project is part of the Hydrogen Valley Innovation Cluster in
Tamil Nadu initiative, comprising 30 companies. FILE FHOTO

R&D requirements to bring
green hydrogen at an eco-
nomical price and scale.

At a stakeholders’ meet-
ing held at the institute re-
cently, Industries Minister
T.R.B. Rajaa said the State
government would work
with the institute on HVIC.
The HVICTN would cater

to the State’s needs of
green hydrogen ambitions
by providing technological
solutions, support on re-
search and development,
skill development, infras-
tructure building, techno-
economic feasibility and
policy or regulatory re-
commendations.

[IT-M launches Jal
Dhan campaign
on its campus

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Indian Institute of
Technology-Madras (IIT-M)
launched a campaign, Jal
Dhan, on its campus on
Friday in the presence of
Ashwini Kumar Choubey,
Union Minister of State for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The campaign was in-
augurated during the na-
tional-level water conclave
organised on the theme of
sustainable  agriculture
with a focus on millet, wa-
ter conservation and rain-
water harvesting in indus-
trial sectors.

Mr. Choubey said the go-
vernment had been work-
ing to rejuvenate 75 water-
bodies in each district in
the country.

Institute director V. Ka-
makoti said the conclave
aimed to sensitise people

to the changing climatic
conditions in the world.

Balaji Narasimhan, pro-
fessor in the Department
of Civil Engineering, said
the institute had started
reusing and recyding wa-
ter, and the city sought the
institute’s expertise.

“There is a project
where 260 million litres of
sewage is being treated dai-
ly, and the water is being
let back into lakes, which
are in turn treated and sup-
plied to meet the water re-
quirements of Chennai,”
he said.

Mr. Narasimhan said the
institute wanted to be car-
bon neutral by 2050. The
campus was bicycle-friend-
ly with good green cover.
“We are proud to be a zero-
discharge campus. We
have a beautiful lake with a
capacity of 104 million
litres. We harvest as much
rainwater as possible.”
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Jal Jeevan Mission remains a pipe dream

In Mahoba district of Uttar Pradesh which has seen a dramatic s

ike in official t

water connections under the Central Scheme, residents say they

only have pipes, not taps, and there is often no actual supply of water flowing through them; officials say the shortcomings will be rectified by Nov.

Jacob Koshy
MAHOBA

n Independence

Day, 2019, the wa-

ter-starved Maho-
ba district in south-eastern
Uttar Pradesh reported on-
Iy 1,612 households with
tap connections. Four
years later, 1,29,209 house-
holds — or about 98% of all
rural homes in the district
— have water connections,
according to the public
dashboard of the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM), the Centre’s
3.6 lakh crore scheme
that aims to provide piped
water to every village
home by 2024.

No other districtin India
has reported such a dra-
matic increase in tap con-
nections. However, a visit
to some of the villages here
suggests that a household
certified as “connected” in
JIM parlance does not al-
ways mean one with an ac-
tual water supply.

Claim versus reality

Even in villages officially
certified as having 100%
coverage of functional hou-
sehold tap connections
(FHTC), many households

do not actually have taps.
Some do have taps, but are
not getting any water
through them; even in the
best case scenario, such
households get no more
than two hours of water.

According to  the
scheme's definitions, an
FHTC household is one
where at least 55 litres of
potable water per person a
day is made available to ev-
ery household.

A senior official in the
district administration told
The Hindu that in 100 out
of the 398 villages in the
district, eligible household
tap connections had been
fully connected with run-
ning water supply. Howev-
er the JJM's official dash-
board reports that all 385
villages have a “100% hou-
sehold tap connection”.

All of these households
are included in Uttar Pra-
desh’s official claim of 1.6
crore households which
have functional tap con-
nections, up from 5.1 lakh
households in 2019, con-
veying the impression that
they all have access to tap
water. The State has re-
ported a dramatic surge of
such tap connections in

Wide gap: A resident filling water from a well at Lubari Village in

Mahoba district of Uttar Pradesh. SHIV RUMAR PUSHPAYAR

the past two years; they
make up about 6% of the 13
crore rural households in
the country connected to
tap water.

Charkhari (one of four
blocks in the district) has
48 villages with 24,037
househalds, each of which
has been marked as having
a tap connection. Res:
dents of Asthaun, a village
with 420 households,
gripe that only half the
households have taps and
no water actually flows
through them. Noting that
half the village is in a low-
lying area, resident Sunil
Tiwari says that without a
submersible pump, which

“only the rich could af-
ford", water simply did not
make it to most houses.
The village is still reliant on
groundwater from hand-
pumps for domestic drink-
ing purposes.

Supply challenges

In Luhari village, whose
295 houses have all been
marked as having ‘tap con-
nections’, village pradhaan
(head) Bhan Singh told The
Hindu that most of the
houses have pipes, while
the metal taps are present
in a “few houses". Here,
too, the challenge is water
supply. His own house re-
lies on groundwater drawn

from a borewell

In the Kunata village of
the adjoining Panwari
block as well, all 185 house-
holds have been marked as
having a household tap
connection. However, con-
versations with villagers —
and visits to some of their
residences — suggest that
many houses do not even
have the pipes, let alone
the taps, that have been
promised as part of the Har
Ghar Jal scheme. Many of
the access roads into the
village have been deaved
to install the central pipe-
line that is expected to
bring in water from the
nearest water reservoir,
but the pipeline itself is still

Women here continue
to walk to the several hand-
pumps or to the village
well to draw water. Water-
scarce Mahoba has histori-
cally relied on lakes and
ponds for irrigation, but
the region’s rocky sub-sur-
face means that perennial
sources of groundwater
are few. The Har Ghar Jal
mission’s overarching aim
is to wean villagers off their
dependence on groundwa-
ter and handpumps, and

instead provide piped wa-
ter sourced from dams and
rivers. Given that such wa-
ter is often contaminated,
the Mahoba administration
has commissioned five
large water treatment
plants that will draw in wa-
ter from some of the large
reservoirs in the district,
treat them, and then sup-
ply them as piped water to
households. “These treat-
ment plants are in various
stages of commissioning
and the water is frequently
tested for purity,” said Zu-
bair Baig, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, Mahoba.
“If the water quality
doesn’t meet standards,
supply is stopped for clean-

He said that a major
challenge of the mission
was commissioning pipes
that ran for hundreds of ki-
lometres over undulating
terrain, given that a crack
or leak can cause disrup-
tions in supply. He added
that the State had set itself
a deadline of ironing out all
the creases and having
“full water supply” by
2024; in Mahoba itself, the
deadline is November this
year.
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Srinivasan K. Swamy elected
Chairman of Audit Bureau
of Circulations for 2023-24

Ihe Hindu Bureay
MEW DELHI

Srinivasan K. Swamy, Exec-
utive Chairman of REK
Swamy Hansa Group, has
been unanimously elected
Chairman of the Audit Bu-
reau of Circulations (ABC)
for 2023-2024.

Mr. Swamy currently
serves as Chairman of the
Asian Federation of Adwer-
tising Assocations. He was
earlier  President/Chair-
man of the International
Advertising  Association
(1AA), IAA India Chapter,
Confederation of Asian Ad-
vertising Apency Associa-
tions, Advertising Agencies
Association of India, Ad-
vertising Standards Coun-
cil of India, All India Man-
agement Association,
Madras Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and Ma-
dras Management Associa-
tiomn.

Rivad Mathew, Chief As-
sociate Editor and Director
of Malayala Manorama,
representing  publisher
members on the council,
has been unanimously

Srinivasan K. Swany

elected Deputy Chairman
of the Bureau for 3003-
20024,

Mohit Jain, Executive Di-
rector of Bennett, Coleman
& Co. Ltd, representing
publisher members on the
council, was unanimousky
elected Secretary of the
Burean. Vikram Sakhuja,
Partner & Group CEQ Me-
dia & 00H of Madison
Communications Private
Ltd., representing advertis-
ing agencies’ members on
the oouncl, was unani-
maously re-elected Treasur-
er of the Bureau.

Among the members on
the Bureau's Council of
Management for 2023-
2024 are advertising agen-

des' representatives: Srini-
vasan K. Swamy, RK. Swa-
my Ltd.  (Chairman};
Vikram Sakhuja, Madison
Communications {Treasur-
ery; Prasanth Kumar,
Group M Media India Priv-
ate Lid.; and Vaishali Ver-
ma, Initiative Media (India)
Private Lid.

Publishers representa-
tives include Riyad Mathew
of Malayala Manorama
(Deputy Chairman); Pratap
G. Pawar of Sakal Papers;
Shailesh Gupta of Jagran
Prakashan; Praveen So-
meshwar of HT Media; Mo-
hit Jain of Bennett, Cole-
man & Co. Lid. (Secretary);
Dhruba Mukherjee of ABP
Private Litd.; Karan Darda
of Lokmat Media; and Gir-
ish Aparwal of DB Corp
Led.

The advertiser repre-
sentatives are Karunesh
Bajaj, ITC Ltd.: Aniruddha
Haldar, TVS Motor Compa-
ny Lid.: and Shashank Sri-
vastava, Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Lid. Hormuzd Masani
is the Secretary General,
according to an ABC re-
lease.
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